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Word P.O.S. Definition Syn. Ant. Sentence 

Abate V To become weaker; 
to decrease 

 

Lessen 
Dwindle 
Moderate 
Simmer down 

Amplify, 
Revive, 
Intensity, 
Enhance 

The speaker 
waited until 
the applause 
had abated 
before 
continuing. 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

Acknowledge V 1. To admit the 
existence of 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accept  
Agree 
Defend 
Support 
 

Contradict 
Decline 
Disagree 
Deny 
Disapprove 

My teacher 
acknowledged 
all the effort I 
exerted on 
this project. 

2. To express 
recognition or 
thanks for 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank 
Notice 
Hail 

Disregard 
Ignore 
Invalidate 
Renounce 

The new 
champion 
raised her 
hand to 
acknowledge 
the cheers of 
the crowd. 
 
 

Sentence:  

Rewrite: 

Agent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. A person who acts 
or does business for 
another. 
 

 

Assistant 
Delegate 
Broker 
Commissioner 
Representative 
 
 
 
 

 

SM, JYP, and 
YG are the 
major 
entertainment 
agencies in 
Korea. 
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Agent  
N 

2. Something that 
brings about a result 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cause 
Means 

 A new 
principal can 
be a powerful 
agent for 
change in 
school. 
 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

Authority N 1. The right to give 
orders, make 
decisions, or take 
action.  
 

Government 
Ryle 
Force 
Supremacy 
Domination 
Influence 

 Only the 
President of a 
country has 
the authority 
to declare 
war. 

2. An expert source 
of information. 
 

  The 
researcher 
Jane Goodall 
is a world 
authority on 
chimpanzees. 
 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

Devastate V To ruin or destroy 
completely.  
 

Demolish 
Plunder 
Raid 
Ruin 
Ravage 

Build 
Construct 
Enrich 
Improve 

Farmers fear 
that lack of 
rain will 
devastate the 
crops.  
 
The test 
scores 
devastated 
his dream of 
going to 
Harvard.  
 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  
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Epidemic  
 

N 
 
 
 
 
 

The rapid 
spreading of a 
disease to many at 
one time.  

Rash 
Plague 
Outbreak 
Pest 
Contagion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The flu 
epidemic of 
1918 killed 
over twenty 
million 
people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adj. Spreading rapidly 
as a disease over a 
wide area 

Contagious 
Prevailing  

Limited MERS 
became 
epidemic in 
South Korea. 
 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

Estimate 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 
 
 
 
 
 

A number that is 
not exact; a careful 
guess 

 
 

 
 
 

Appraisal 
Conjecture 
Thought 
Guess 
Assessment 
Projection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
mechanic’s 
estimate for 
repairing the 
car is $1000.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

V To figure out 
roughly; to make 
an approximate 
calculation 

Expect 
Predict 
Classify 
Determine 
Appraise 
Evaluate 
 
 
 

Doubt We estimate 
that it will 
take us an 
hour to drive 
to the airport 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  
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Evict V To force out of 
property by taking 
legal action. 

 

Chase 
Expel 
Dispel 
Isolate 
Remove 
Kick-out 

Allow 
Keep 
Welcome 

The landlord 
threatened to 
evict the 
tenants for 
not paying 
the rent.  
 
 
 
 
 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

Impartial  Adj. Not favoring one 
side more than 
another; fair 
 
 
 
 
 

Candid 
Neutral 
Objective 
Fair 
Just 
Even-handed 

Biased, 
Partial Unjust 
Prejudiced 

A judge 
should be 
impartial in 
the 
courtroom. 
 
 

Sentence: 

Rewrite:  

Industrious 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adj. Hard working; not 
lazy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Active, 
Dynamic, 
Persistent, 
Diligent 

Idle, 
Inactive, 
Lethargic, 
Slack 

The more 
industrious 
workers were 
rewarded 
with pay 
raises. 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  
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Infuriate V To make very angry 

 

Aggravate, 
Exasperate, 
Anger 

Please, 
Soothe, 
Forbear, 
Delight 

Cruelty to 
animals 
infuriates me.  

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

Irrelevant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adj. Having nothing to 
do with the subject 
 

Foreign, 
Extraneous, 
Impertinent, 
Pointless, 
Inapplicable 

Appropriate, 
Applicable, 
Pertinent, 
Relevant 

The 
candidate’s 
personal 
wealth is 
irrelevant to 
our 
discussion.  

Sentence: 

Rewrite:  

Precise Adj. Exact; Accurate 

 

Detailed, 
Specific, 
Rigorous, 
Stringent 

Ambiguous, 
Coarse, 
Inaccurate, 
Questionable 

Do you know 
the precise 
time that 
your plane 
arrives? 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

Sham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something fake or 
false 

 

Deceit, 
Mockery, 
Hoax 

Honesty, 
Simplicity, 
Genuine 
 
 

Their offer to 
make us rich 
turned out to 
be a sham. 
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Sham 
 

Adj. Not Genuine; Fake 
 
 
 

Bogus, Fake Authentic, 
Sincere, 
Virtuous 

His sham 
apology 
fooled me! 

V To pretend, To give 
a false impression 

 
 

 

Affect, Bluff, 
Mislead, 
Simulate 

Unveil, Utter We shammed 
illness so we 
could stay 
home. 

Sentence:  

Rewrite: 

Trek N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A long, slow and 
difficult journey 
 

Expedition, 
Peregrination, 
Odyssey 
 
 
 

 
Stay, Dwell 
 
 
 
 
 

The hikers 
were 
exhausted 
after their 
trek over the 
mountain. 
 

V To travel slowly 
and with difficulty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Migrate, 
Range, Trudge, 
Traipse 

 
Stay, Dwell 

 
Sam trekked 
ten miles into 
town. 

Sentence:  

Rewrite:  

 


